Chase County Commissioners
June 24, 2025

The regular meeting of the Chase County Commissioners was called to order by Chairman
Jacci Brown at 8:00am on Tuesday, June 24, 2025, in the meeting room of the Chase
County Courthouse. Also present were Commissioners Billie Muehlenkamp and Kurt
Bernhardt, Sheriff Kevin Mueller and County Clerk Wendy Moe. The meeting had been
advertised in the Imperial Republican and on the County Website. The agenda and open
meeting act were posted.

Leanne Klein was present for Open Forum to give a quarterly update for Wauneta EMS,
Leanne also noted that she would be having an EMS Informational Meeting to inform
potential recruits about the upcoming EMT class. With that coming up she wanted to clarify
some points in the training reimbursement contract created by the County in 2023. She
asked that it be specified which department an individual’s time has to be served under
after the County pays for their training. Commissioners said from a County perspective, as
long as the individual serves the required two years in Chase County, it doesn’t matter
which service it is served under.

Deb Hayes joined the meeting to notify the Board that two of the Lucas devices on the
ambulances are old enough that they will no longer be serviced by Stryker. They are able to
purchase new ones for $15,784, which includes a trade-in of $5,000 on the old devices and
shipping. That pricing is good through October 1. Each service will need to have one device
replaced. Board will consider these purchases when creating and finalizing the budget for
the new fiscal year.

Deb was also present for the agenda item of Stryker Maintenance Contracts. She
presented a proposed contract from Stryker for preventative maintenance that will cover all
four powerload units between the two services, itis a 36 month contract for a total of
$43,286.40. Commissioner Bernhardt moved to approve signing the contract for
preventative maintenance from Stryker for the Powerload Procare and Powerpro, for a total
price of $43,286.40 to be paid in three annual installments. Motion seconded by
Commissioner Muehlenkamp. Muehlenkamp - yes; Brown - yes; Bernhardt - yes. Motion
carried.

Sheriff Mueller was present for the agenda item of Mini Split Heating/Cooling Unit for
dispatch, as the current PTAC unit is not working efficiently. He presented two quotes, one
from Hunter Heating and Cooling for $6,840 and one from Troxell’s Heating and Appliance
for $10,989.31. Commissioner Bernhardt moved to approve the purchase to be made from
Hunter Heating and Cooling for $6,840. Motion seconded by Commissioner Brown.
Muehlenkamp - yes; Brown - yes; Bernhardt - yes. Motion carried.

Jason Speck joined the meeting to discuss the trees around the Courthouse with
Commissioners. He indicated a tree on the northeast corner of the grounds that needs to
be removed, he got an estimate from Wiley’s Top Notch Tree Service to remove it and grind
the stump for $3,000. He presented several options of trees to be purchased to replace the
places where trees have previously been removed from, Commissioners told him to
proceed with purchasing and replacing those trees. He also asked about filling in the hole
in the parking lot where the tree was removed and rocks were put in as a temporary
solution. Commissioners agreed that concrete is needed there, someone will be contacted
to proceed with that project.



Duane Todd and Bud Statz joined the meeting, they presented the minutes from the
Veteran Service Board’s June 10 meeting for the Commissioner’s to review. The Veteran’s
Service Board recommends reappointing Ed Arenz for a five-year term. Commissioner
Muehlenkamp moved to reappoint Ed Arenz to the Veteran’s Service Board for a term of five
years to expire June 30, 2030. Motion seconded by Commissioner Brown. Muehlenkamp -
yes; Brown - yes; Bernhardt - yes. Motion carried.

Duane presented his proposed budget to the Board and asked about his salary line. He has
not had a wage increase since his position was changed to hourly in 2023. The Board said
that was an oversite, he should have had an annual increase. Duane also asked about the
1900 Veteran’s Relief fund, it was reduced from $6,000 to $3,600 last year and he wanted to
know why. Commissioners explained that the fund had not been utilized for many years,
and the funds previously allocated to the Medical and Hospital Service line were reduced
and moved into the Miscellaneous line, however, should he have need of those funds, other
funding is available. They are not limiting his resources, the funds will be available if
needed.

Assessor Tori Mueller joined the meeting due to exceeding the budgeted amount for her
office in the 24-25 fiscal year. Commissioners asked her to explain why this happened. Tori
noted that wages and postage were much higher than she anticipated, as well as having to
expend budgeted funds to pay the cash-in-lieu benefit for employees who opted out of the
County’s health insurance. Commissioners reiterated that when the budget is set Elected
Officials are expected to operate within the confines of that budget.

Commissioner Brown moved to approve and sign Resolution 2025-12 to transfer funds
from the Miscellaneous General function to the Chase County Assessor’s function to
increase its budget authority by $2,419.20. Motion seconded by Commissioner
Muehlenkamp. Muehlenkamp - yes; Brown - yes; Bernhardt - yes. Motion carried.

Keys are given to renters when the Nutrien building is rented at the fairgrounds, recently the
rental key was lost. It has been recommended that a keypad lock be installed to alleviate
the chance of this happening in the future. Commissioner Muehlenkamp moved to have a
keypad installed for access to the Nutrien Building. Motion seconded by Commissioner
Brown. Muehlenkamp - yes; Brown - yes; Bernhardt - yes. Motion carried. The work will be
performed by S & S Lock and Key.

At 9:00am bids for the Champion Mill Groundskeeper position were opened. Three bids
were received, as follows: Dallas Baney - $10,000 annually; Bill White - $9,000 annually; Bill
Eskew - $10,890 annually. Commissioners moved to accept no bids at this time, and to
consult with the Champion Lake Board before awarding the bid. Motion seconded by
Commissioner Muehlenkamp. Muehlenkamp - yes; Brown - yes; Bernhardt - yes. Motion
carried.

Wauneta Senior Center reached out to notify the Board that the original price quoted for
the Sanitizer has increased by $400, and it was recommended that a water softener also be
installed. Commissioner Muehlenkamp moved to approve that the additional $400 be paid
for the Sanitizer and $2,029 to purchase and install the water softener. Motion seconded by
Commissioner Bernhardt. Muehlenkamp - yes; Brown - yes; Bernhardt - yes. Motion
carried.

Commissioner Bernhardt moved to approve claims as submitted. Motion seconded by
Commissioner Muehlenkamp. Muehlenkamp - yes; Brown - yes; Bernhardt - yes. Motion
carried.

PE=payroll exp, TE=travel exp, SU=supply,



SE=service, CC=court cost, RP=repairs,

PT=parts, L=labor, UT=utility, AP=Appt. Counsel,
PS=Prior Service EQ=Equipment JD=Juv Div
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FVFC Su 924.40

GENERAL COLLECTION COMPANY PE 221.49
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Commissioners discussed Duane Todd’s wages. Due to him having missed two annual
raises that would have each been 3%, Commissioner Brown moved to increase his hourly
wage by 6% on the first July pay period. Motion seconded by Commissioner Muehlenkamp.



Muehlenkamp - yes; Brown - yes; Bernhardt - yes. Motion carried. Further increase will be
discussed in January at the organizational and reappointment meeting.

Commissioner Bernhardt moved to approve the minutes of the June 10, 2025, meeting, as
written. Motion seconded by Commissioner Brown. Muehlenkamp - yes; Brown - yes;
Bernhardt - yes. Motion carried.

Commissioner Bernhardt moved to approve and sign Resolution 2025-11 to repay the
Inheritance Tax fund for the purchase of two CASE IH Puma 240 CVX 2WD Tractors over the
next 48 months. Motion seconded by Commissioner Muehlenkamp. Muehlenkamp - yes;
Brown - yes; Bernhardt - yes. Motion carried. A complete copy of the resolution is on file in
the office of the County Clerk.

Transit Administrator Jordan Beard presented the 5311 Program Agreement for Federal-Aid
Funds. Commissioner Brown moved to sign the 5311 agreement as submitted. Motion
seconded by Commissioner Muehlenkamp. Commissioner Bernhardt moved to amend the
main motion to include the resolution for the program agreement. Commissioner Brown
seconded the amendment. Voting to approve the amended motion: Muehlenkamp - yes;
Brown - yes; Bernhardt - yes. Motion carried. Voting on the main motion: Muehlenkamp -
yes; Brown - yes; Bernhardt - yes. Motion carried. Commissioner Brown signed the 5311
Transit Agreement.

Correspondence consisting of April and May minutes from the Imperial Community Center
were reviewed.

Commissioners reviewed the proposal from GBE, CPA firm to perform the 2026, 2027 and
2028 annual audits for Chase County. No action taken at this time.

Chairman Brown recessed the meeting for Board of Equalization at 10:00am. Meeting
reconvened at 11:15 with three Commissioners and Clerk in attendance.

With nobody present for Open Forum and no further business to come before the Board,
Chairman Brown adjourned the meeting at 11:15am.
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